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God’s Father (of) Amen and Mut

Third Intermediate Period, 22nd Dynasty

From Western Thebes, Deir el-Bahari, Cache II, the Priests of Amen Cache, Bab el-Gasus



Pottery
  Third Intermediate Period, 21st Dynasty
  From Western Thebes, Deir el-Bahari, Cache II, the Priests of Amen Cache, Bab el-Gasus
  H. 12.7 cm. W. 3.8 cm. D. 3.2 cm.

ex Cairo Museum

A mummiform shabti wearing a plain tripartite wig that sits
low on the forehead. The arms are crossed on the chest and the
clenched hands that are rubbed and damaged hold a pair of hoes
that are faintly added in raised relief. The somewhat damaged
face is rounded in shape and rudimentarily modelled. The eyes
are faintly suggested as black blobs. The ears are poorly defined
and protrude in front of the lappets of the wig. The right ear is
slightly more obvious than the left. Parallel shabtis usually have
a simply outlined or square–hatched basket that is painted in
black on the back but this is not evident on the present example.
The front of the figure has a vertical column of a very faintly
incised hieroglyphic inscription that names the owner as Ankh–
ef–en–Mut C1 (He lives for Mut) who has the titles of God’s
Father of Amen and Mut.

The inscription would have been applied by using a stamp
to press into the surface of the figure prior to firing. This
technique was also used on ‘overseer’ shabtis for Ankh–ef–en–
Mut although the inscription is written in raised relief and
consequently read from left to right (see following database).
An interesting point to consider is whether the same stamp was
used for making the inscriptions on both types of shabtis, the stamp
itself being reversed to produce the different impressions. This

technique of stamping an inscription is rare on shabtis, but used,
for example, in the making inscriptions on funerary cones.

Shabtis for Ankh–ef–en–Mut C are from the Priests of
Amen Cache, Cache II at Thebes, Deir el–Bahari.2

Ankh–ef–en–Mut C was a son of the Theban High Priest,
Men–Kheper–Re A, and (half–)brother of Pinudjem II, Hori,
Tja–nefer, Gaut–seshenu A and Meret–Amen.3

The coffins of Ankh–ef–en–Mut C are to be found in Cairo
(JE 29730/29741). These coffins comprise an outer coffin – CG
6092 (case) & 6093 (lid) that was usurped from a Chantress of
Amen called Tent–mer–pa–Re, an inner coffin – CG 6091 (lid)
& 6095 (case) and a mummy board – CG 6094 that was for a
priest named Pa–diw–Amen.4

Funerary papyri for Ankh–ef–en–Mut are also to be found
in Cairo Museum (Book of the Dead papyrus S.R.VII.10274 and
Amduat papyrus S.R.VII.10652).5

A scarab made of green feldspar was found on the mummy
of Ankh–ef–en–Mut.6 Apart from this scarab, the coffins, papyri,
shabtis and two shabti boxes that are attributed to Ankh–ef–en–
Mut7 nothing else is known belonging to this person. There is no
mention of him on any of the monuments of his father Men–
Kheper–Re A.
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The illuminated one, the Osiris, the
God’s Father (of) Amen and Mut,
Ankh–ef–en–Mut, justified.

– mummiform; red pottery; details are added in black; tall and quite slender; wears a plain tripartite wig that is worn low on
the forehead; the face is small and round in shape with chubby cheeks; facial details are sometimes well modelled; eyes are painted as
black blobs; ears, modelled in varying degrees of clarity, protrude in the front of the lappets of the wig; the arms are crossed above the
waist; clenched hands hold a pair of hoes that are added in raised relief; a rectangular–shaped basket, simply outlined or with
square–hatched detail (rare) is painted on the back with carrying straps at the upper corners that are added down the sides of the rear
lappet of the wig; the feet are gently curved in profile; a hieroglyphic inscription is added in sunken relief being stamped into the surface
of the pottery – all examples were seemingly inscribed using the same stamp, the only slight variation being the pressure that was used
to press the stamp into the moist pottery prior to firing resulting in varying degrees of clarity of the inscription.
c. 12.3–13.5 cm in height.
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Former Michel Philippe Collection.39

Kemehu Collection.
Hôtel des ventes de Monte–Carlo 2023, lot 140.

1

2

6

8

7

9

10

4

11

20

13 14

18 19

21 22

23

24

25

26

27

15

16

28 29

30

5

12

3

31

32



1

12

2

6

5

8 9 10

11 1413

7

43

15



19 2017 18

22 23 2421 25

26 27 28 29 30

16

31 32



21 3

4 5

GJ with the exceptions of : Berlin = © Staatliche Museen zu Berlin – Ägyptisches Museum und Papyrussammlung: Andreas Paasch; Brussels = courtesy
of Arnaud Quintermont; Cambridge = © 2011 – 2022 The Mistress and Fellows of Girton College, Cambridge; Copenhagen = courtesy of  Rogério Sousa & Anne
Haslund Hansen; Dublin = © National Museum of Ireland; Florence = courtesy of Rogério Sousa  & Marianna Zarli; Kazan = © National Museum of the Republic
of Tatarstan; Leiden = courtesy of the Rijksmuseum van Oudheden, Leiden; London = courtesy of the Trustees of the British Museum and courtesy of the Petrie
Museum of Egyptian and Sudanese Archaeology, UCL; Marseille = © 2022 Musée du Louvre / Antiquités égyptiennes; Paris = © 2011 & 2020 Musée du Louvre /
Antiquités égyptiennes; Stockholm = Medelhavsmuseet 2013; Tübingen = courtesy of NH; Uppsala = courtesy of NH; Vienna = © Kunsthistoriches Museum;
Washington = © Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History; Winchester = © Hampshire Cultural Trust 2023. : Berlin = © Staatliche Museen
zu Berlin – Ägyptisches Museum und Papyrussammlung: Andreas Paasch; Cairo = courtesy of VB; Cambridge = © 2011 – 2022 The Mistress and Fellows of Girton
College, Cambridge; London = courtesy of the Petrie Museum of Egyptian and Sudanese Archaeology, UCL; St. Petersburg = © The Hermitage.

– dress of daily life with an ankle–length apron that slightly protrudes that has been added to the body of worker shabtis as
a modification; red pottery; wears a plain tripartite wig that is worn low on the forehead; the face is small and round in shape with chubby
cheeks; facial details are fairly simply modelled; the eyes are boldly outlined and the pupils are added as black dots; eyebrows are not
shown; the ears are very poorly defined almost to the point of being non–existent and protrude in front of the lappets of the wig; the
arms are crossed on the chest and with a third arm that hangs added down by the right side of the body, thus making them modified
worker shabtis;40 the right arm appears to have extra pottery added uppermost perhaps suggesting the sleeve of a tunic; the clenched
hands on the front of the shabti carry a pair of hoes that are added in raised relief; the customary whip associated with ‘overseer’ shabtis
is not indicated; a hieroglyphic inscription is added in raised relief on the surface of the pottery, the exact opposite orientation of the
inscription found on worker shabtis; without the sHD preliminary presumably because of a lack of space.
c. 12.7–13.2 cm in height.
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